
NAZ NEWSLETTER  | NOVEMBER 13, 2022

WELCOMEWELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Mission Opportunities
Christmas is the time to give, and Nazareth 
is looking for volunteers to help us give to our 
community. This Christmas season we will be 
delivering Food Boxes and participating in the 
Highland Adopt-A-Family program. Sign-ups 
for these opportunities are available Sunday, 
November 13th between and after the services 
at a table in Fellowship Hall.

Food boxes will be packed on December 9th, 
and delivered on December 10th in Fellowship 
Hall. Gifts for Highland’s Adopt-A-Family should 
be returned to the church by December 2nd. 
There will be no Angel Tree distribution this year. 
If you have any questions feel free to call the 
church at 319-266-7589. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity. 

In-Gathering This Sunday
This Sunday, November 13th, is In-Gathering Sunday.  
You may drop off your pledge cards in the Offering 
Boxes or at the Nazareth offices during the week.  
You can also mail in your pledge or sign up to give 
online. We plan our 2023 Nazareth budget based 
on your pledges.  We appreciate your consideration 
and ongoing support of Nazareth. If you have any 
questions, please call Lori Haag, Financial Secretary 
at 266-7589, ext. 105 or email at lori.haag@naz.org

CONNECTIONS
7401 University Avenue, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Phone: 319-266-7589 
Email: info@naz.org 
Website: www.naz.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MyNazareth 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/mynazchurch

WORSHIP WITH NAZ

SUNDAYS
CFU Channels 18 & 95.5 | 8:30a.m.
In-Person Worship at Nazareth | 9a.m. & 10:45a.m. 
CW (check your local listings for channel) | 10a.m.

WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS
CFU Channels 18 & 95.5
4:30p.m. Wednesday | 5:30p.m. Saturday

ONLINE OPTIONS
Recordings of sermons available on  
Vimeo.com/mynazareth
Livestreams Broadcast on our website
www.naz.org/onlinechurch

We share the Gospel because of the way the Gospel has impacted us, by sharing our 
story and leading people to Jesus - Derrick Akers

Be Well - Be Loving - Be Courageous - Be the Church



SERMON | Why and How Should I Tell Others?

TEACHER | Derrick Akers

TEXT | John 4 & Matthew 28:16-20

Flowers
The flowers at the altar are in loving memory of 
Dottie, Marv and Mike Haugebak from their family.

Sympathies
Prayers for the family and friends of Dwayne Mueller

Baptisms
Congratulations to Walker Brayden Wilkinson, son of 
Joshua and Nicole Wilkinson

Music
9:00 a.m.
Gathering Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns
Gathering Hymn: In Christ Alone
Gathering Hymn: ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Congregational Song: Goodness of God
Special Music: If The Lord Builds The House

10:45 a.m.
Opening Song: This Is Amazing Grace
Closing Song: Great Are You Lord
Closing Song: All Praise
Closing Song: We Are the Kingdom

Read It
In Tish Warren’s book, Liturgy of the Ordinary, 
Warren draws from the diversity of her life as a 
campus minister, Anglican priest, friend, wife, 
and mother, to open up a practical theology 
of the everyday. Each activity is related to a 
spiritual practice as well as an aspect of our 
Sunday worship. Liturgy of the Ordinary invites 
you to discover the holiness of your every day.

Live It
Sometimes our faith is exciting and easy to 
talk about, and sometimes it feels mundane. 
No matter where we find ourselves, we can 
still share the Gospel by loving others to the 
best of our ability and pointing people to Jesus 
through our actions and our words. 

Digest The Word
Read the scripture passages from this week’s 
Sunday’s Worship Service and reflect on the 
sermon and on these questions to help you live out 
God’s Word in your everyday life.

• How did this passage/sermon challenge  
or  encourage you?

• What questions do you have about this topic?

• What does this passage teach you about  
who God is?

• What are the personal implications for you?

• What does this mean for the Church  
as a whole?

Lunch and Learn Thanksgiving Celebration
Please join Nazareth on Thursday, November 
17th in Bethel Hall from 12:00 - 1:00 pm, for Lunch 
and Learn’s Thanksgiving Celebration. Andy 
Walser will be sharing a special devotion and 
teaching, while Hot Turkey meals are served. No 
registration is required, meals cost $6 per person. 
We hope to see you there!



ANNOUNCEMENTS continued...

Statement from Andy Walser

Purchase Your Poinsettias Today
We would love to fill the Worship Center this 
Christmas with beautiful poinsettias!  Please 
help Nazareth with the cost by purchasing 
your poinsettia - all to be given to the Glory 
of God. The cost is $15 each and you are able 
to pick up your plant beginning the week 
of December 27th. Terri will be glad to help 
you with your purchase at the Welcome 
Desk Today! Thank you in advance for your 
consideration.

Amazon Smile
If you plan on ordering Christmas gifts through 
Amazon, please consider using “Amazon 
Smile” this season! Remember to designate 
NAZARETH as your charity to give the church 
back a percentage of your purchase! Every 
little bit helps and is most appreciated. Email 
lori.haag@naz.org for more information.

Pie Donations Needed 
Nazareth provides pies each year for the Boys & Girls 
Club and the Salvation Army Thanksgiving meals. If 
you are interested in donating a pie this year, sign-
up sheets are available in Fellowship Hall at the 
Welcome Desk this Sunday, November 13th or you 
can email barb.burbridge@naz.org to sign up as well. 
Pies need to be delivered to Nazareth, Door 1 (Main 
Entrance) on Monday, November 21st by 4 p.m.

Christmas Devotionals
Christmas is right around the corner! Which means 
it’s time to get your hands on Nazareth’s brand new 
Christmas Devotional for 2022! The 2022 Devotional 
is full of inspiring stories, powerful prayers, and 
proof of God’s glory – all written by members of our 
congregation and community.

Sign up at Naz Next Steps before November 13th so 
we can have a devotional ready for you. Cost is $5.00 
per person. We will have a free version on our website.

I want to acknowledge that this is the beginning for a new season for us here at Nazareth as we wait for 
God to provide our next pastor. On behalf of the staff here I want to share our great appreciation for all of 
the members who have pulled us aside to let us know we are not alone. Thank you for your care and your 
prayers. We also know many of you have concerns, we prayerfully share many of those same concerns. Our 
Nazareth staff is working hard continuing in the ministries of Jesus, that we have entrusted them to serve 
in. There is often a temptation to pull back when change is before us, but I am asking you to prayerfully 
resist those urges and take a step closer. This season is where, united in Christ, we need to engage further. 

Last week we listened to the names of those who have gone before. Their lives have borne witness to the 
goodness of God, both in seasons of peace and plenty, as well as during seasons of trial. This week will be 
our in-gathering Sunday, a chance for us each to take a step closer in and commit to a season of joining 
the work that God is inviting us into. Please take the time to prayerfully consider how you can commit to 
supporting Nazareth with your time, talents and investment.

Council Actions This Week:
1. Two Council members met with the Naz staff to share updates.
2. The Council held a regular meeting on November 8:

a. Appointed Julie Creeden to fill the opening created when a council member resigned
b. Planned education forums for by-laws proposed updates (Dec 4/5)
c. Scheduled a Special Congregational Meeting on Dec 11 to vote on the proposed by-laws changes
d. Discussed prayer teams and continuing to look for team leaders and members
e. Started discussion on a Nazareth Statement of Faith and a Nazareth Mutual Accountability Form
f. Voted to send the Letter of Concern and Dissent to the ELCA

3. The Council held a special educational meeting on November 9 to learn about Lutheran Congregations 
in Mission for Christ, which is another Lutheran church body.
4. George Nederhoff heard from Bishop Kevin Jones of the ELCA Northeastern Iowa Synod that he has 
identified one potential interim pastor candidate. That person is praying about this opportunity.



COUNCIL CONVERSATIONS (Recent Council Actions on the previous page)

Thank you for sending your questions and comments, and your willingness to pray. Please continue sending 
your questions to council@naz.org. For a compilation of all of the Questions and Answers so far, please go to: 
https://www.naz.org/questions-and-answers

Question: Who should I go to with a pastoral concern?
Answer: Please take all pastoral concerns to Andy Walser until we have an interim pastor.

Question: Why was a by-laws task force convened?
Answer: Pastor Brian recommended that the council establish a task force to review the by-laws and 
recommend changes, and Pastor Brian was part of the task force. Nazareth by-laws had not been revisited 
since 2014. Some items were out-of-date and others needed revision to provide more clarity. The task force 
convened in June, before any discussion about leaving the ELCA occurred. The task force met eight times 
between June 15 and Sep 27. The Council reviewed the recommendations at their October meeting.

Question: Why are we relying on the ELCA for an interim pastor?
Answer: Our current by-laws state that we need to consult the Bishop. The section from the by-laws is below:
The authority to hire a Contract or Interim Pastor shall rest with the Church Council and shall be exercised by at least a 
two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at a Church Council meeting convened for that purpose in consultation 
with the Bishop and in accordance with the Option for Calling a Pastor of the Northeastern Iowa Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America.

We have been in consultation with the Bishop and have committed to wait three months, which we believe is 
a reasonable amount of time to identify a potential interim pastor. After three months, the Bishop will continue 
to look for someone in the ELCA, and at the same time, the Council will start looking outside the ELCA.

Question: Who decides whether or not Nazareth remains in the ELCA?
Answer:  The congregation decides. Our current by-laws state:
Severance of membership in The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America requires a two-thirds majority vote of all voting 
members present at a legally called meeting. Such a decision shall not be effective until at least ninety days after the Synod 
Bishop has been notified and until the initial action has been ratified by a two-thirds majority vote at a subsequent legally 
called meeting.

Question: When will the congregation learn more about the reasons to remain in or leave the ELCA?
Answer: The Council is working toward holding educational forums. We hope to hold these in December or 
January. We will hold educational forums on the by-laws prior to the forums on the ELCA as some of the by-
laws recommendations will impact the vote on ELCA affiliation.

Question: When will the congregation have input into the decision about the ELCA?
Answer: The Council believes it is in everyone’s best interests to learn about the ELCA first (both ELCA benefits 
and reasons to leave), then to make opportunities available for people to share their thoughts. Current plans 
are to schedule forums that will take place after the education sessions are complete. You are always welcome 
to send your comments to council@naz.org, and/or to talk with individual council members.

Question: When will we make a decision about whether we will remain affiliated with the ELCA?
Answer: The Council is working toward being able to hold a congregational vote in early 2023.

Question: Are any other ELCA churches in the area considering leaving the ELCA; are we working with them?
Answer: We are not aware of any other ELCA churches in the CF area considering leaving the ELCA.

Question: How can I make a pledge without knowing what will happen to Nazareth in the future?
Answer: We pray that no matter what happens, we can remain unified as a church. Jesus prayed for his 
church to be one (John 17, especially verses 20-26). Our prayer is that, after we have all learned about the ELCA, 
we will be of one mind in whichever decision we make. We ask people to make their pledges with that in mind.

Question: A council member has left our congregation. Will she be replaced?
Answer: At the November meeting, the Council appointed Julie Creeden to fill the current vacancy.



Pastoral Needs: Andy Walser (Visitation Ministry)
- At home communion/visitations
- Sermon questions
- Counseling
- Funerals, Weddings, and Baptisms
- Shepherd Staff Visitation Ministry (Andy Walser)
- Confirmation (Mallory Jensen and Andy Walser)

Angie Rath: Administrator
- Payroll (works with Hogan Hansen)
- Timesheets/out of office requests
- Updating tax forms/personal information/benefits
- Personnel issues/hiring
- Provides direct supervision over staff
- Oversees day-to-day operations of the building
- Helps prepare the Annual Budget
- Manages the church’s insurance
- Annual Meeting Coordination
- Christmas Church Decorating/Coordination

Lori Haag: Finance Secretary
- Handles all items related to the offering
- Memorials, IRAs, Grants, Stock & Endowment gifts
- Writes checks
- Keeps the Blessed Beginnings books
- Charges proper accounts for staff receipts
- Orders Office Supplies

Marc Rath: Facilities Director
- Directs all facility needs
- Handles all computer, phone, and email issues
- Manages Planning Center for Naz meetings/events
- Manages Facility Team members
- Maintains/repair/run all aspects of Naz facility
- Point Person for Willing Workers
- Repairs for Naz and Blessed Beginning vehicles
- Point Person for contractors that do work for Naz
- Manages the access control (temperature & cameras)

Facility Team: Troy Haurum, Brett Philp, Ben Woods,
                  Tami Rickard, Bob Hansen

Dan Olsen: Technology/Worship Coordinator
- Video/Sound/Lighting for Nazareth Services

Nathaniel Parrish: Worship/Music Director

Calli Tystahl: Worship Leader

Food Ministry & Food Pantry: Barb Burbridge,

Kitchen Supervisor: Peg Merfeld

Blessed Beginnings/PreSchool/School Age:
Kim Young-Kent – Director
Kaitlin Snyder – Assistant Director
Phil Plourde – Compliance

Sam Madson: Communications Director
- Newsletter, Social Media, and Website
- Sends out One Call emails
- Edits Sermon Videos and Sunday Slides
- Designs most printed materials

Mallory Jensen: Discipleship Director
- Coordinates and directs Lunch and Learn
- Point Person for Confirmation
- Works as the liaison with Small Groups
- Belong Class
- Writes/Edits Christmas Devotions
- Discipleship U Offerings
- Christmas Church Decorating/Coordination

Julia Voss: Executive Secretary
- Schedules meetings for Pastor/Council, etc.
- Council/Staff agendas
- Schedules Weddings/works with Wedding 
Coordinators/PrepareEnrich registration
- Runs background checks and driving records
- Updates lists (phone, council, committees, ect.)
- Helps with editing materials
- Orders flowers, food, decorations etc. for special 
occasions; and orders flowers for Easter and 
Christmas; orders candles/altar supplies

Terri Packard: Office & Membership Secretary
- Answers all incoming calls
- Receives packages/sorts mail
- Assists with all office projects: mailings, labels
- Assists with Baptism coordination
- Maintains Membership records (attendance, 
weddings, baptisms, funerals. on Shepherd Staff)
- Produces phone directories/photo directories
- Runs labels off our Shepherd Staff System
- Assists with Food Pantry (back-up for Barb)

Blessed Beginnings/PreSchool/School Age:
Kim Young-Kent – Director
Kaitlin Snyder – Assistant Director
Phil Plourde – Compliance

Student Ministry:
Derrick Akers - Junior High Director, Teaching Team
Kristin Sauerbrei – College and Young Adult

Director, Teaching Team
Caleb Schreiber - High School Ministry Director
Kim Albertsen – Family and Children’s Director
Meg Husted - Family Coordinator, Milestones,

New Moms Ministry, POW facilitator
Sam Wyckoff – Children’s Assistant

Nazareth Committees
Building & Grounds Committee
Brad DeHoff – bradterrid@yahoo.com
Mark Rhoades – mrdr@cfu.net
Bill Formwalt – billformwalt@pobox.com
George Nederhoff – georgenederhoff@gmail.com
Mike Christiason – mchristiason@cfu.net
Augie Ferguson – augie2010@gmail.com
George Lansink – glansink@cfu.net
Marc Rath – marc.rath@naz.org
Angie Rath – angie.rath@naz.org

Committees continue on next page:

During this time of transition, we thought it would be helpful to include a “Who to Contact” list for church 
needs. Please feel free to contact us at any time with questions. Thank you for your continued support.



Church Council (council@naz.org)
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month – 5:45 pm

George Nederhoff – georgenederhoff@gmail.com (President)
Bob Saathoff – bsaathoff@butler-bremer.com (Vice President)
Craig Blanchard – ca.blanchard963@gmail.com (Treasurer)
Danielle Terrell – danijoglaspie@cfu.net (Secretary)
Maureen Hanson – mohan@mchsi.com
Mike Christiason – mchristiason@cfu.net
Troy Olson – tolson14@msn.com
Lisa Arenholz – larenholz1128@gmail.com
Julie Creeden – j2creeden@gmail.com

Worship & Music Committee
Meets last Tuesday of every OTHER month

Troy Olson – tolson14@msn.com
Nathaniel Parrish – nathaniel.parrish@naz.org
Alex Luecking – alex.luecking@naz.org
Nancy Graen – ngraen@cfu.net
Sarah Bey – bey.sarah@gmail.com
Deb Blanchard – dk.blanchard@cfu.net
Sandra Heller – sandra.heller@cfu.net
Calli Tystahl – calli.tystahl@naz.org
Meg Husted – meg.husted@naz.org
Senior Pastor or Interim Pastor

Blessed Beginnings Committee
Meets last Monday of the month - 5:15 pm

Kim Youngkent – kim.youngkent@naz.org (BB Director)
Barb Witzel – bwitzel.1253@gmail.com (Secretary)
Angie Rath – angie.rath@naz.org
Danielle Terrell – danijoglaspie@cfu.net
Peg Merfeld – pmer402@yahoo.com
Terri Packard – terri.packard@naz.org
John Lehman – jlehman@cfu.net
Alyssa Rakotoarivelo – alyssa.rakotoarivelo@gmail.com
Ashley Geisinger – ashleygeisinger@gmail.com

Personnel Committee
Meets quarterly at 5 pm

Angie Rath – angie.rath@naz.org
Adrian Talbot – adrian.talbot@cfschools.org
Dave Welter – david.welter14@gmail.com
Jim Denholm – jim.denholm@cunamutual.com
Dean Meier – dlmeier@cfu.net
Troy Olson – tolson14@msn.com

Finance Committee
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 5 pm

John Lehman jlehman@cfu.net
Diane Curtis diane.curtis@uni.edu
Larry Steffens larrysteffens51@gmail.com
Lisa Bennett lisaxxbennett@gmail.com
Craig Blanchard ca.blanchard963@gmail.com
Angie Rath angie.rath@naz.org
Lori Haag lori.haag@naz.org (Naz Finance Secty)

CORE Team
Meets 2nd Tuesday at 4 pm or as deemed necessary

Pastor or Interim Pastor
Angie Rath – angie.rath@naz.org
George Nederhoff – georgenederhoff@gmail.com
Bob Saathoff – bsaathoff@butler-bremer.com

Seminary Committee
Meets 3 times/year - April, August or Sept., Dec.

Pastor Bob Ericson – bob.ericson@naz.org
Maureen Hanson – mohan@mchsi.com
Kristin Sauerbrei – kristin.sauerbrei@naz.org
Steph Boeding – theboedings@yahoo.com
John Larsen – jclarsen@cflaw.com
Diane Hamer – drhamer@cfu.net
Paul Creeden – pcreeden@cfu.net
Gil Rich – gil.rich56@gmail.com
Barb Ericson – h2jamaica@gmail.com

Endowment Committee
Meets 3 to 4 times a year: February, April, July, October

Paul Creeden – pcreeden@cfu.net
Russ Curtis – recurtis@cfu.net
Arlen Parrish–  arlenp@cfu.net
Bob Saathoff – bsaathoff@butler-bremer.com
Jim Jermier – jim.jermier@gmail.com
Jeff Halverson – JLHalv@gmail.com
Lori Haag – lori.haag@naz.org (Finance Secty)

Stewardship Committee
Meets 3rd Tuesday of the month

Kyle Brown – kyle.brown173@gmail.com
Chris Hansen – chrishansen@cfu.net
Bob Saathoff – bsaathoff@butler-bremer.com
Craig Blanchard – ca.blanchard963@gmail.com

Local Mission Committee
Meets last Monday of the month

Matthew Cohea – matkat520@gmail.com (Chair)
Lisa Arenholz – larenholz1128@gmail.com
Kathy Oakland – kathy.oakland@uni.edu
Karen Gohlke – kids5gohlk@gmail.com
Russ Potratz – jesuslovesyou@cfu.net
Kim Albertsen – kim.albertsen@naz.org

U.S./World Mission Committee
Meets on the last Tuesday of the month (Not December)

Jill Hanus – jill.hanus54@gmail.com
Ron & Teresa Martin – marty@cfu.net
Nona Smith – menjksmith@aol.com
Sally Schmoll – schmoll@mchsi.com
Samantha Barrett samkbarrett@gmail.com
Randy Hustead – randyhusted92@gmail.com
George Nederhoff – georgenederhoff@gmail.com

Worship Planning Team
Meets weekly at Naz

Nathaniel Parrish – nathaniel.parrish@naz.org
Alex Luecking – alex.luecking@naz.org
Calli Tystahl – calli.tystahl@naz.org
Andy Walser – andy.walser@naz.org
Dan Olsen – dan.olsen@naz.org

Teaching Team
Meets monthly at Naz

Nathaniel Parrish – nathaniel.parrish@naz.org
Andy Walser – andy.walser@naz.org
Kristin Sauerbrei – kristin.sauerbrei@naz.org
Derrick Akers – derrick.akers@naz.org
Pastor Bob Ericson – bob.ericson@naz.org


