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WELCOMEWELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Special Congregational Meeting
The Nazareth Church Council has called for a 
Special Congregational meeting on Sunday, 
December 11, 2022 at 12:30 pm in the Worship 
Center. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on 
the amended By-Laws of Nazareth Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. If you are interested in 
learning more about these By-law changes, 
we encourage you to attend the upcoming 
Informational sessions.

The Informational Sessions of the proposed 
By-Laws changes will be held on Sunday, 
December 4 at 10 am and/or on December 5 
at 6:30 pm in Bethel Hall. These sessions are 
intended for discussion (presentation, questions/
answers) to inform the congregation before the 
vote on December 11.

CONNECTIONS
7401 University Avenue, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Phone: 319-266-7589 
Email: info@naz.org 
Website: www.naz.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MyNazareth 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/mynazchurch

WORSHIP WITH NAZ

SUNDAYS
CFU Channels 18 & 95.5 | 8:30a.m.
In-Person Worship at Nazareth | 9a.m. & 10:45a.m. 
CW (check your local listings for channel) | 10a.m.

WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS
CFU Channels 18 & 95.5
4:30p.m. Wednesday | 5:30p.m. Saturday

ONLINE OPTIONS
Recordings of sermons available on  
Vimeo.com/mynazareth
Livestreams Broadcast on our website
www.naz.org/onlinechurch

“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.” 
John the Baptist accomplished Isaiah’s Prophesy by calling people to repentance - to leave their sinful 
lives behind and turn back to God. Preparing the way back to God spiritually happens when we realize 
reconstruction is Necessary; it involves a Thorough reworking of the roadway, and it takes Time.

Be Well - Be Loving - Be Courageous - Be the Church

BASIC Christmas Gathering
You are invited to join our BASIC Christmas Gathering on 
Thursday, December 8th, at Nazareth in the Family Life 
Center. There is no cost to attend! Meals start at 6:30 pm 
and the program begins at 7:00 pm. A pasta supper will 
be served followed by a retelling of the Christmas Story, 
Hanna Blom’s personal faith story, worship music, and 
optional service projects after the program. This event 
is not exclusive to college-aged individuals; we’d love for 
you to join us as we ring in this Christmas season!



SERMON | A Highway for God

TEACHER | Pastor Bob Ericson

TEXT | Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12

Flowers
The Altar Flowers are in thanks for the Bethlehem 
stable and the Love that was born that night.

Sympathies
Prayers for the family and friends of Connie Hansen, 
whose mother, Dorisann, passed away last week.

Music
9:00 a.m.
Gather Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | red 249

Advent Hymn: Holy Child Within the Manger
Children’s Song: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly | red 276

Communion Songs: Christmas Carols

10:45 a.m.
Opening Song: Lay Me Down
Communion Song: Lord I Need You
Closing Song: All Praise

Read It
Try applying the three characteristics of road 
construction, necessary, thorough, and time, 
to the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15: 
11-32. To explore this concept further consider 
reading Henri J. M. Nouwen’s book The Return 
of the Prodigal.

Watch It
I Can Only Imagine (2018) directed by Andrew 
& Jon Erwin showcases the moving dynamics 
of repentance at work in the life of a widely 
acclaimed writer/composer and his father.

Live It
Stop and access what might be amiss in your 
life that is preventing God’s Spirit from reach-
ing and working in you. Evaluate what is
necessary to deal with, and how to handle it in 
a thorough fashion; and notice the time it has 
taken for you to realize this.

Digest The Word
Read the scripture passages from this week’s 
Sunday’s Worship Service and reflect on the sermon 
and on these questions to help you live out God’s 
Word in your everyday life.

• Did this sermon challenge or encourage you?

• What questions do you have about this topic?

• What are the personal implications for you?

• What does this mean for the Church  
as a whole?

Naz Is Hiring
Nazareth is currently accepting applications for 
numerous job openings. To explore the job 
postings, descriptions, and applications, please 
visit the Employment Page on naz.org. If you’re 
interested in applying please email your resume 
and application to angie.rath@naz.org or mail it 
7401 University Avenue, Cedar Falls, IA, 50613.

NAZ CHAT

Thank you to all those who attended and helped 
make the Fall Lunch and Learn series so special. It 
was a delight to host this event every week, and we 
are grateful to everyone who joined us throughout 
the season. I hope it provided the opportunity to 
become aware of and understand all the good that 
is happening in our community. We are looking 
forward to continuing Lunch and Learn in the 
future. Thank you for your support and interest.

- Mallory Jensen and the Naz Staff

BASIC is looking for any food, drink, or snack 
donations for the upcoming BASIC Finals Study 
Night for College Students. Feel free to drop those 
off at the Welcome or Reception Desks. Please 
email Kristin Sauerbrei at kristin.sauerbrei@naz.org 
Thank you for your generosity!

- BASIC and Naz Staff



ANNOUNCEMENTS continued...

Blessed Beginnings’ Giving Tree
The Giving Tree for Blessed Beginnings can be 
found in the Fellowship Hall. Lots of decorated 
hand-painted ornaments offer suggestions 
for gently used or new items for the Learning 
Center and Preschool and School-Age Center. 
If you want to help this ministry, please take 
an ornament. Bring your items back to the 
Church and leave them in the information 
area or drop them off at the Blessed 
Beginnings office. We don’t need any item 
wrapped but we would like to know to whom 
we can send our thanks and appreciation.

December Donations
Blessed Beginnings Childcare and Learning 
Center, and the Nazareth food pantry asks 
for congregation members generosity every 
month to provide needed donations. This 
December Blessed Beginnings would love to 
receive donations of paper towels, and the 
Food Pantry could use cans of soup. Donations 
can be dropped off to Terri Packard at the 
Welcome Desk or the Reception Desk.

Community Blood Drive
The American Red Cross is hosting a 
Community Blood Drive at Nazareth in 
Bethel Hall on Wednesday, December 14th 
from 12 pm to 5 pm. We encourage you to 
consider donating blood, if you are able. For an 
appointment visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 
the church with any questions or concerns.

Council Actions this week:

1. Unanimously supported Nazareth’s By-Laws, Article II – Confession of Faith, first paragraph:
This congregation accepts all the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as a whole
and in all their parts as the divinely inspired, revealed, and inerrant Word of God and submits to
this as the only infallible authority in all matters of faith and life.

2. Discussed preparations for the upcoming By-Laws education sessions and congregational meeting.

3. Heard from a second ELCA pastor interested in consulting at Nazareth. George Nederhoff will contact 
the Bishop’s office to invite the Interim Pastor candidate to meet with the Council in the near future.

4. Scheduled an ELCA Educational Forum on Sunday, Jan 8, at 3:00 pm.

COUNCIL CONVERSATIONS

Perspectives Program
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 
Experience includes fifteen powerful lessons that 
have equipped thousands of everyday believers 
with greater vision, hope, and passion. You are 
invited to join fellow Naz members as well as 
members of other local churches to learn about 
God’s mission in the world and how we can join 
Him. This is a life-changing course that will open 
your eyes to God’s call in your life.

The class will be held at Cedar Heights Baptist 
Church, Sunday afternoons, January 15 - April 
30, 3:30 - 6:30 pm. There is a $220 registration 
fee.  But we can provide a $100 scholarship for 
Naz members, and a $25 Early Bird discount 
if registered by December 18th. Register at 
perspectives.org/cedarvalley. For more information, 
email us at cfperspectives@gmail.com. We hope 
you decide to take this life-changing opportunity!

Share in the Newsletter
Do you have a story to share, event to promote, or 
an announcement for the Nazareth family? Email 
any proposed entries to sam.madson@naz.org.

CHECK OUT THE
COUNCIL UPDATES

ON OUR WEBSITE



Question: How can I make a pledge without knowing what is going to happen to Nazareth in the future?
Answer: One thing some people on both sides of the ELCA issue seem to agree is that it is OK not to pledge 
and/or support Nazareth Church until the ELCA issue is resolved. This will cause some very difficult budget 
decisions, and most of the people that will be impacted are not involved in the ELCA discussions. Those 
impacted could include: Nazareth-supported missionaries, Nazareth-supported local mission organizations, 
children and students who come to Nazareth for the children’s and student’s programming, and Nazareth 
staff members who depend on congregation members’ giving for their livelihood. Please read Mark 12:41-
44; Jesus draws attention to the poor widow for her sacrificial giving to God, even though Jesus disagreed 
with many things the chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders were saying and doing. Please prayerfully 
consider making your pledge, and continuing to support Nazareth. In spite of our disagreement on one issue, 
Nazareth is doing Kingdom work and making a difference in people’s lives! We pray that no matter what 
happens, we can remain united as a church. Jesus prayed for his church to be one (John 17, especially verses 
20-26). Our prayer is that, after we have all learned about the ELCA, we will be of one mind in whichever 
decision we make. We ask you to make your pledge joyfully and worshipfully, with unity and a desire to 
please Jesus in mind.

Question: How was the By-Laws Task Force selected?
Answer: The By-Laws Task Force was appointed by the Church Council at the May 2022 meeting.

Question: Are the By-Law changes suggested because the By-Laws Task Force wants Naz to leave the ELCA?
Answer: No. The by-laws were initially approved on Jan 26, 1993. Since then, they have been revised nine 
times (Jan 1999, Jan 2001, May 2001, Jan 2003, Jan 2004, Jan 2005, Jan 2011, Sep 2011, and Apr 2014). By-laws 
are revised regularly for many different reasons, and there were several reasons to recommend changes now. 
In addition to many other change recommendations, you will notice that there are several places in the by-
laws where the recommendation is to change “ELCA” to “the church body with which we are affiliated.” This 
change would make the by-laws flexible enough to allow Nazareth to continue to affiliate with the ELCA or to 
affiliate with another church body without having to revise the by-laws again. Although individual members 
of the task force may hold views on whether or not to remain in the ELCA, the recommended changes to 
the By-Laws are not based on any person’s views and are not intended to influence congregation members 
in one direction or another. The recommended changes were arrived at by consensus. Pastor Brian was a 
member of the Task Force, and the Task Force completed its work prior to Pastor Brian leaving Nazareth.

Question: What is the main concern with the ELCA?
Answer: The main concern is that the ELCA has shared words and actions that indicate it no longer views 
the Bible as the source of truth. This will be discussed in much more detail in upcoming congregational 
forums. Both sides of the issue will be presented at these forums. (see question below)

Question: When will the congregation have an opportunity to talk about our affiliation with the ELCA?
Answer: The Council voted to schedule the first congregational forum on the ELCA at 3:00 pm on Jan 8, 2023.

Question: What is the Letter of Concern and Dissent and where can I read a copy?
Answer: The Letter of Concern and Dissent was sent to Bishop Eaton and the NE Iowa Synod from the 
Church Council on November 18. Pastor Brian was the main author of the letter. The intent of the letter is 
to point out issues of concern and to ask the ELCA to repent and return to the original ELCA Confession of 
Faith which states: “We accept the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word 
of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life.” (ELCA Constitution 2.03) 
The letter focuses on two issues that bring into question whether “it remains true that ‘the Gospel is rightly 
taught’ among the leadership of the ELCA as represented by our Presiding Bishop and as legislated by the 
recent ELCA Churchwide Assembly.” You can find the letter in the “Church Council Updates” link on naz.org.

Question: Which council members resigned?
Answer: Juanita Kimpston resigned in September, and Troy Olson resigned in November. The Council 
appointed Julie Creeden and Chris Hansen to fill those openings, respectively.

Thank you for your questions and comments. Please continue sending your questions to council@naz.org. 


